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theologian of the twelfth century, 'there are few who
are not either usurers or beggars/ and in words which
might have been written of the India of to-day he added,
'except those who enjoy definite salaries/x

Being amongst Muhammadans, we talked about
pirs.2 An educated Pathan with me said that five or Prayers,
six came every year to his village, a place of about 2,000 *** Pil"
inhabitants. His father used to give the one he dealt ^ma^s
with Rs-5 every visit and entertain him as well, but he
had discontinued this because the pir did nothing to
deserve it. He has not made this change in any
irreligious spirit, for like a good Muhammadan he says
his prayers five times a day and has been on a pilgrimage
to Mecca. The fivefold prayer takes about ij hours
a day, and each time the same formula is said over and
over again (on the last occasion seventeen times) and
always in Arabic, so that few understand what they are
saying. So too with the Koran. This must be read in
Arabic, for every word was dictated by God, and if
translated there may be variations in sense. Many
mullahs have learnt it all by heart and are spoken of
with respect as 'hafiz', but few understand it and still
fewer can expound it. The Pathan said that his pilgrim-
age to Mecca (in 1924) took four months and cost
Rs.i,ooo, Had he gone third class instead of second,
it would not have cost more than Rs.5oo or 600, The
money was well spent, for during the whole of the
pilgrimage his mind was released from family and
earthly cares and set solely upon the unseen. On their
return some pilgrims like to be called 'Haji', but to him
it suggested a wrong spirit.

As the Pathan was over forty, I asked him what Changes
changes he particularly noticed in his middle age.
When^ he was young, he replied, 90 per cent wore
khaddar or homespun; now hardly 10 per cent do this.
The mill-made cloth is preferred, since it is finer and

*  Quoted by G. G. Coulton in the Edinburgh Revtwo, Oct. 1926, p, 311.

*  Muhammadan religious leaders: the word recurs constantly.